Qf Braichreachas JPhodlacht na hCireann

18" of November, 2024
A chara,

1 am writing to you in refation (o the teaching of Climate ("tmngc in Irish Schools, prompted
‘hy a dlsiurbmg incident that oceurred i i a Limerick sc hool on Pnday. the 8" of Nnvcmbcn

2024,

The Sovereign Department of inummm & lIrish was comamcd by 2 mother who detailed how
an external-speaker was invited by the School to her son’s class to talk about Climate
Change. Dusing this prcsemalmn‘ the children were pmsemcd with a number of subjective,
impartial and disputable claims, which were 1mpaned as fact. Having castigated the eating of’
meat, the Children were subsequently offered dried-insects to taste, as an alternative source

of protein. The mother described to me pf.rsanuﬂy huw her son felt *distressed” and
*pressured” during the experience.

Mureovu. the School did not contact Parents to inform them about this presentation. Again,
this is contrary to Article 34 of thc Sovercign Constitution of the Repubhc of Treland:

“The State acknowledges that the primary and natural educator of the child is the Family and
guarantecs to respect and support the umhmnhle nght and duty of the Family Unit, 1o provide
in accordance with their wishes and means, for the moral, intellectual, physical am! social
education of their children.”

The purpose of ﬂus letter is not to debate Climate Change, but to hlghhghl the lack of debate,
“itself, One of the Aims of the annry Junior Cycle and Senior Cycle | Lumcula is 1o develop
8 chlld‘s ability to think critically. The Oxford Dictionary deﬁmu(m of cmmal«ﬂunkmg is,

“the objective, systematic, and rational analysrs and cva!uamm of factual evidence in order to

form a judgement on 4 Subjﬂ‘;' issue, ete.” However, mim‘matmn on Climate Changcﬁ Climate

Fmergency is being pmcmed to children in Irish Schools in a non-objective manner, with a

political mﬂucnce as opposed to an empirical, fact-based, scientific one. This approach is
incongruent with the intended aim of developing our Children’s critical-thinking skllls

The Sovereign Depmuncni of Education & Irish advocates for an objective, balanced, non-
political and non-activist approach to teaching the Curriculum and, therefore, urges Schools
to ensure that content with regard to Climate ChnngefClunate Emergency is presented in such
a manner as to reflect same, thus prcwxdmg our Children with the maximum opportunity
possibie to develop the critical-thinking skills required to successfully navigate the World we
live in today.

There is a myriad of studies, research papers and reviews available online to stimulate debate
around Clnmaw Change/Climate Emergmby The links on the mlluwmg page could be a
stamng point for Boards of Management, Schml Leadership and Senior Cycle students tc)
critically engage with in order to facilitate discussion and debate. “ Audiatur et altera pars.”
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https://www . youtube.com/watch?v=pW 161GV Pflc - Greenland lce Core Project

{GRIP)
hitps: {twww.youtube.vonywalch?v=bOA tjxw\ﬁtgﬁijé Climate The Movie

htips://clintel.nliwp-content/uploads/2019/09/¢cd-letter-to-un pdf - Ambassadors of
the Furopean Climate Declaration
htips:chintelorg - Climate Intelligence Foundation

hitoswywwicsie - lrish Climate Science Forum

,ht,;gsstte‘www;,tizcgm}{;{qg" - The Global Warming Policy Foundation (GWPF)

https://heartiand org/topics/environment-energy/ - The Heartland Institute

htips/fiuditheurry .' comy - Judith Curry {Professor Emerita of Farth and Atmospheric
Sciences at Georgia lnstitute of Technology)

https://www.sepp.org/science” papers.ofin - Science and Euvimﬁmemai Policy
Project

Additionally, Boards of Management and School Leadership could research the following
Climate Specialists, to help structure lessons accordingly:
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-

Richard S. Lindzen - Professor of Meteorology at Massachusetts Institute of
Technology)

John Christy — Professor of Atmospheric Science at the University of Alabama
Fred Singer -~ Atmospheric Physicist

William Happer — Physicist and Former Professor at Princeton University
Nir Shaviv - Professor of Physics at the Hebrew University of Jerusalem
Steven Koonin — Former Undersecretary for Science in the U.S. Department of

Energy
Roger Pielke Jr. - Professor of Environmental Studies at the University of Colorado

8. Patrick Michuels -~ Climatologist and Senior Fellow at the Cato Institute

Patrick Moere - Ecologist and Co-founder of Greenpeace.



